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David Carty. PRESIDENT Below is an edited piece from the First Edition of the Warrandyte

Dianne Phillips. SECRETARY Historical Society Newsletter published August 1977 in our second
03 9844 4180 year of operation. We welcome you to help us celebrate Our 50th
111 Yarra Street, Warrandyte 3113 Year with a Grand Get Together. See Page two for details.
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Key Diary Dates.

WHS Committee Meetings are
generally held at 7:30 pm on the first
Wednesday of each month, apart
from January.

Occasionally due to logistics this may
change. If you wish to attend please
verify the details in regards to the
meeting by contacting us at
info@whsoc.org.au.

AEHS Conference 18th July
See Page 10.

Riverside Market.
Saturdays 8am to 1pm..

4th July.
1st August.
5th September.
3rd October.
7th November.
5th & 9th December.
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Poster by Melodie Heland

Y g

Warrandyte Historical
Society

soth annivww-y. CeleBration

1976-2026

Join us as we celebrate a half a century of preserving and
sharing Warrandyte's rich heritage.

Music and entertainment. Plentiful hearty cocktail style
food and a welcome drink on arrival.

m_

TR

Date:

Tickets:  $45 per head. Scan the QR code to obtaln your
ticket from Trybooking.
Numbers are limited. Ticket sales close 2" July.
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This Intro is from previous Warrandyte Historical Society Newsletter 235.

The slab hut was discovered in 1984, when a local builder, was demolishing the old house on
a recently purchased block of land. The builder discovered a small intact miner’s hut
incorporated into the building he was demolishing. It was offered to Warrandyte Historical
Society if they could remove it from the site. The building proved too fragile to move.

TRt

Written by: Dianne Phillips

Nearly 100 visitors have visited the Slab Hut at 2
Castle Road on two very successful occasions

As part of the Warrandyte Festival nearly 60
people very interested in Warrandyte’s history
walked along the track above Kangaroo Ground
Road, to see the hand cut timber and daub
miner’s hut (National Trust listed) at 2 Castle
Road on the afternoon of Saturday March 28™.
The highlight of the afternoon was the arrival of
Matt Jeffery, a local and a conservation carpenter.
Matt demonstrated how the different axes were
once used and are still used to cut different Matt Jeffery has the many visitors to the Slab
timbers found in this type of construction. Hut enthralled. Note the roof built over
Matt had done conservation work on the hut in the hut for protection.

2017 and was able to answer many questions
particularly about the hut and its construction.
Jock Macneish, local artist/cartoonist, had created
an image depicting the inside of the hut as it had
once been the bedroom of Mrs Florence

Cashmore who owned the property from 1956 -
1982. There were nearly 40 visitors to the Slab
Hut when it was opened again on Saturday 2™ May
as part of the National Trust’s Australian Heritage
Festival which runs from April 18™ - May 18™.
Again people were interested in the hut’s
construction and the tools used.

The Slab Hut openings have provoked an interest in this community asset. It’s a marvel that
the building is still standing and is so close to the city There is much that can be done to
improve the life of the hut, there is also a need to improve the sleeper path surrounding it.
Matt Jeffery has suggested what could be done to further conserve the building and we have
started a conversation with the National Trust regarding the possibility that further
conservation work could be done on this gem that is Warrandyte’s Slab Hut.

Opening the Slab Hut has proven such a success that the Historical Society is considering
making it an annual event during the Warrandyte Festival.
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Article submitted by Peter & Gavin Fry.

[ANDFALL

15 (ASTLE ROAD

\WARRANDYTE NORTH

Why it is important.
Landfall is one of just a few Large Architect designed houses in Warrandyte

built before the great bushfires of 26 January 1939 decimated the area. It is
built on a grand scale with large living rooms featuring local stone fireplaces,
timber panelling and many period features. The house is situated in a
commanding position, taking advantage of extensive views over the Yarra
River valley to the distant mountains. A succession of owners over the years
have been highly active in the local arts scene and the house has been a
gathering point for the community since it was first built until the present
day.

The Aron Family.

Aaron Aarons (later known as James Aron) was born to a Jewish family of
tailors at Brick Lane in the East end of London in 1860. Together with his
father Philip Aarons and mother Jael (nee Saltiel, formerly married to

Coleman Levy), he arrived in Melbourne on the Patterdale in 1871. James
was believed to be in Kalgoorlie during the gold rush of the 1880’s, before
returning to Melbourne where he operated successfully as a Pawnbroker.

James Aron, 1860—1938

James Aron (53 years) married Helen Mary Gumley (23 years) on 26th June
1913 in Melbourne. The family lived in a rented house in Vautier Street,
Elwood until a new house was built at 50 St. Kilda Street, Elwood. There
were 4 children from the marriage. Beatrice 1914, Mimi 1917, David 1923
and Nanette 1925. James owned several properties and by 1930 had added a
further 6 new homes for rental in Burnley Street, Richmond.
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While James operated a highly successful business as a financier and property developer, he had also attended the
National Gallery Art School, although he never pursued art seriously as a career. He mixed with fellow students of the
day, including Norman Lindsay and Alex Sass, and encouraged his eldest daughter Beatrice to enroll at the Gallery
School.

In the early 1930s the family started to take holidays in Warrandyte
and Mimi Fry (nee Aron) recalled staying with a group of school friends
at the Penleigh Boyd Studio in Warrandyte in the early 1930s. Helen
Aron later acquired a cottage in Yarra Street, planting a garden,
remnants of which still exist to this day in the forecourt of the
shopping centre at 242 Yarra Street Warrandyte. The family would
either drive to Warrandyte by car, or the young ones would catch the
train to Box Hill or another station on that line and then ride horses to
Warrandyte.

The family decided to move permanently to Warrandyte around 1935
and rented “The Castle” in Castle road. The Aron family enjoyed life in
Warrandyte and soon became friendly with local artists including
Adrian Lawlor, Jimmy Flett and Jo Sweatman. Helen collected the
works of many Warrandyte artists, either as direct purchases or
through the exhibitions mounted at the Penleigh Boyd Studio by
Connie Smith, the wife of a local real estate agent.

Helen became closely involved with the Koornong School and its
founder Clive Nield. Two of her children attended the school and
David, the elder of these, also later taught Mathematics at the school.
It was through Koornong that the family formed a close relationship
with the modernist émigré artist Danila Vassilieff and acquired a
number of his paintings, including one that was obtained in exchange
for a new battery for his car! Vassilieff had built his eccentric stone
cottage Stonygrad on land next to the school, upriver from Landfall.

Helen also purchased properties for her children in the area — including
one for her daughter Beatrice (Betty) in Brackenberry Street next to
the Warrandyte RSL, which has a garage designed by Alexa Goyder —
another of her friends.

While Helen took great pride in her new home, a number of
converging issues made life difficult. The great fire of 1939 had spared
the house but devastated the immediate surroundings. As a widow
with a family to support, the large house and grounds required
considerable work and the coming of war soon after the fires
complicated matters further. Her daughter Beatrice had married a
fellow student from the Gallery School and within two years her
second daughter Mimi also married and moved away. With David at
University, Helen was at home alone with her youngest daughter
Nanette. With considerable reluctance she decided to sell Landfall in
January 1941 and moved to Caulfield where she lived until her death in
1948

Ongoing Relationship between Landfall and the Warrandyte
Arts Scene

v With Helen Aron’s departure, Arthur Watkin Wynne, son of
prominent Sydney newspaper proprietor Watkin Wynne, acquired
Landfall. Wynne had followed his father into the newspaper business
and held the position of manager at the Melbourne Herald. It was in
fact the children of Arthur Wynne who first suggested the name
Landfall -
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When approaching Warrandyte from Melbourne the house stood
out on top of the hill, which the children thought made it look
like Noah’s Ark on its Landfall. [see photograph bottom left] The
Wynne family remained at Landfall for ten years, before selling the
property to Henry Beecham in 1951. Beecham retained the
property for |7 years, selling on 27 March 1968 to Evelyn Fine
Arts Pty Ltd, the business entity behind prominent Melbourne
artist Ernest Buckmaster. The Archibald Prize-winning artist, a
great favourite of conservative Melbourne art lovers,
unfortunately died later that year, living at the house for just six
months before his death on |7 October of that year.
Buckmaster’s family retained the house until 1972 and, after
passing briefly through the hands of a third party, it returned to
the Beecham family when it was purchased by Henry Beecham’s
son, Henry Croll Beecham, and his wife Marjorie. Marge was a
daughter of the prominent Pizzey family, which included a number
of notable members such as Dorothy Pizzey, headmistress of St
Catherine’s Girls School, Toorak and Graham Pizzey, popular
writer and naturalist. Majorie and Henry made Landfall a focus for
the arts in Warrandyte, especially ceramics, the field in which

Marjorie had excelled since her early career as an occupational
therapist at the Repatriation Hospital at Heidelberg. Henry
Beecham died in 2000 and Marjorie lived at Landfall until her
death in November 2017, bringing to an end the Beecham family’s
62 year association with the property.

[ANDIALL

WARRANDYTE FETE

In the beautiful grounds at Land-
fall. Warrandyte, the home of Mr.
and Mrs. A. Walkin Wynne, a flete
will be- held cn Saturday  4th No-
vember, to aid the Warrandyte Red
Cross. Buses leave Box Hill at 2 p.m.
The opportunity is thus previded to
have an enjoyable outing and at the
same time assist a worthy cause,

This interesting small item above, not patt of the
submitted Article was found in the Box Hill Reporter
from Friday the 27th of October in 1944.
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[ANDFALL

To Be Continued.
Part two of this Article will appear
in Our Next Newsletter.

The Property

Landfall is situated on top of a hill at the junction of Castle Road and Lewis
Road, Warrandyte North.

A, The full history of the property is outlined below:
Vol. 3884 Fol. 727 - William Llewellyn Lewis of Healesville Hotel Keeper

£58 - Seventeenth day of April 1912
Two acres, two roods, thirty-seven perches and seven tenths of a perch

This title passed to James Aron on the 27" March 1936

Instrument 1608226 - £150

Allotments 42,43, 44 & 45, Section eight A in the Township of Warrandyte
North Parish of Nillumbik County of Evelyn

Vol. 3807 Fol. 203

» Charles George Morgan of 250 Collins Street Melbourne Tailor and

Mercer

£12, Three roods and 35 perches

- Allotment 46, Section eight A in the Township of Warrandyte North

Parish of Nillumbik County of Evelyn

This title passed to James Aron on the 9" of September 1936
Instrument 1624374: £30

All subsequent transfers for both titles occurred on the same date.

On the 10" January 1938 the tiles were transferred passed to Helen Aron
for “Love & Affection”. James Aron was terminally ill with TB at this time
and died on 24" March 1938

Helen Aron constructed the house, later known as “Landfall” and the
property then passed to

Arthur Watkin Wynne, Journalist, on 20 January 1941

Instrument 1801670: £1,500

Henry Guy Beecham, Managing Director on | August 1951

Evelyn Fine Arts Propriety Limited, (Ernest Buckmaster — Artist) on the

27" of March 1968

Maxwell Bruce Watson Shire Secretary and Dorothy May Watson on the
18" February 1972

Henry Croll Beecham Marketing Manager and Marjorie Jean Beecham on
the 18" February 1972

The House - Architect
Designed by Harry J. Little F.V.S.A. 239 Collins Street Melbourne

Chosen by Helen Aron as she liked a block of flats designed by Little that
was built opposite the Aron home at 4-6 Kingsley Street in Elwood.

Other buildings designed by Harry Little include the Collingwood
United Masonic Temple in Gipps Street Collingwood, entrance foyer and
Lower Town Hall at Maryborough and possibly Temple Court in Collins

Street Melbourne

The builder is not known.
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Australian Bush Inventions.  Submitted by Alan Davis
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Stump Jump Plough 1876

Australian Bush Inventions. Continued.

Although this article is not Warrandyte History, I am certain some readers will
have found it most interesting. I am equally sure that many of Our eatliest
prospectors and settlers who decided to make their homes in Anderson’s Creek
- Warrandyte will have found a use for most, if not all of these inventions and
more. There is no doubt these “Bushies” made their own implements to
improve their lot, making life easier for themselves, the “Missus” and the
family. Improvisation is still a huge factor in life today.

Page 9
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The Association of Eastern Historical Societies
presents

Local History: Thinking outside the archival box
2026 Conference

wea] SOt 18 July 2026 @ Yarra Ranges Civic Centre

— 9:00 am - 4:00 pm < (Council Offices)
15 Anderson Street, Lilydale

Speakers:

KEYNOTE: Professor Sarah Baker, Griffith University
Thinking outside the archival box to create sustainable
futures for community heritage organisations.

Dr Aleryk (Al) Fricker, Deakin University

Dr Sophie Couchman, Professional historian & curator

Dr Mike Jones, Professional historian & archivist

Lyndel Wischer, Ziebell's Farmouse - Museum & Heritage Garden
Dr Sarah Sato, Commmunity Heritage Officer, Yarra Ranges Council
Michelle Fracaro, AMaGA Victoria

Dr Steven Cooke, Royal Historical Society of Victoria

Full program: https://aehs.org.au/index.php/2026conference/

To register: :

Yarra
Ranges
Council
trybooking.com /DLLAE
A Bridget VALLENCE we For more information:

Froadly Sypportinp aar Local Commantly
@ st conn 97331200 @) bidyevaben o

associationofeasternhistorical@gmail.com
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Ferpetual Calen&ar.

This Calendar — Part One - is presented in two parts because of space limitations.
Part two will follow in the Next WHS Newsletter — Issue 237
The original text has been retained to preserve it’s original character.

]t is high fire dangcr

still. Candle bark,
have shed their
bark,

[tis time for young
Plat\tjpus to emerge
from riverbank
nests for the first

time since ha’cclﬁing

in October or

Thurs 28thi935

J anuar 1855 \)an i 2th John Hutchinson arrived in Warranclgte in 1854 & be-
H came Found Kecper on Januarg | Zt}1 1855 a Position held

1855 until Feb 1% 1872.

1855 Saw miners returning back to Anderson’s (Creek to work
Whipstick Gu”g and Thompsons.

1856 A repor’c in the Argus counted 11 tented stores, about
200 diggcrs and a Popu]ation calculated to be between

Fri {3t 1939 600 — 700.
Walter Charles Brackenburg aPPointecl (Gold Warden
Black ]:ric{ag’ bushfires caused wide destruction of the
town.

1962 . | | |

The Fost Olcxclce was again threatened by a bush fire.

1974 A” valuable items in the }Jui!ding were sealed in mail bags
and put in the hotel cellar until the clangcr had Passcd
*Fighting Fires - Kirk Ritchie, who was caPtain of South
Warranclyte Brigac{e, Pilotecl the initial fire sPotting Pa’cro!
of the | ower Yarra Air Wing.

FCB Fua r}j 1851 irst major bushfire.
1882

Lecture at the Sta’ce School - Saturciay Fcbruary 4}%4
Subjcct: ‘Unc]e T oms Cabin’. (R@C: 1882 BN‘H ).

Warranclgte Annual Schoo] Ficnic to Mordiallic. (Re]c:
BNogia)
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Ma rch

1852

21" March 1 867

1878

March 21 1907

Corroboree of the Ku]in nation held at Found Ber\d

[irst burial recorded at Andersons’ Cree‘c Ccmeterg
(Kosc Marg Fettg).
Mcchanics ]nstitu’ce established with » T rustees.

The Warrandgte T ennis C!ub was founded.

1977 First Warranclgte f:estival.
1984 Go!dTown OPen tournaments were held at the tennis
courts.
A ril 1925 Warranclgte Ho’cel burnt down.
P Zﬁth APril Tlﬁe ANZAC clag march and commemorative ceremony
is alwags held on APril Zﬁth.
Ma Mag 1856 Govemmcnt 5uweyor C]ement Hodgkinson surveyccl
9 the town. Designated asite fora punt and set aside 3
Saturclay Z§rd chains of Pub]ic land each side of the river.

1987

Tl’]@ restored OH Fos’c O)Cmcice was oF)Cicia”g oPened




Issue No 236 Page 13

Ferpetual Calendar.

J une 1851 Gold was found in Warranclyte bg | ouis J Miche] and
Partg.
1854 The Found was established — a small fenced off arca

where war\derir\g stock could be imPoundecl.

1934 June 27th Warramdgtc Qparrg Disaster — 2 men were killed and one
seriouslg injured.

A nig}wt on the Ranch’ at Warranc{HtCHa” with the [ill
Bi”g Bogs‘ MC.T. rﬂoughton.

1942 June 13

'wt' WARRANDYTE HALL
2 Saturday, Iuh ]“,,L 1947 Frrnd |
“HILL BILLY B 1', 5 A ‘. ! ol 1

) \ \‘v"vl’
¥ MILLED

- SPECIAL EVENTS: m gav a,d//,s&,’
' \? Kentucky Derbyy.
wmn/k,szwmﬁwa

WZ/ 5 if iﬂs

Texen Rony

T he old Post Office was almost burnt down in very susPi~

1982 June ioth cious circumstances.

J UI 1980 The Diarg ran a front page article about the P]igl’]t of the
3 old Fost OF}Cice. ]nclicating the Possibilitg of the demolition
of the bui]cling for road wic{cning.

Our Perpetual Calendar presented here will be continued
in Our next Newsletter. It was originally a set of Posters
developed for and displayed in our Warrandyte Museum.
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Membership Application Form 2025

Membership Application Form
I/we wish to become a member of the Warrandyte Historical Society (WHS) for 2025 year.
I/we support the purposes of the WHS. I/we agree to comply with the Rules of the WHS.

Membership Type: Member ($25 Single, $35 Family - allows for one voting member)/
Community Organisation ($35), Business Sponsor ($150). (Circle the appropriate category.)

I wish to pay by cheque/EFT (Please circle)
NB: New memberships are subject to Committee approval.

If paying by EFT; first email your completed If you pay by cheque, mail payment and
form/details to completed form to:
secretary@whsoc.org.au or mail to PO Box 67, War- Warrandyte Historical Society

randyte 3113. Please include your surname online PO Box 67, Warrandyte, 3113

as the reference for your payment. Please ensure email addresses are correct.

Name: Warrandyte Historical Society Inc. Please encourage friends and family to join and

, , , Find us on Facebook
Warrandyte Historical Society Www, facebook.com/warrandytehistoricalsociety

General enquiries and messages can be left on the
museum answering machine or fax.

. 03. 9844 4176 Phone: 9844 4176
Archiving:  Gina Bevan-Jones 039812 2357 email: info@whsoc.org.au

Newsletter:  ajd94@outlook.com

Other contacts:
Treasurer: David Carty 03 9844 1920
Group Visits: Museum answering machine.

Still Seeking Historical Articles of Interest.

Warrandyte—Warranwood district has a rich tapestry of untold stories relating to it’s history.
Please write them down or record them before it’s too late. Many of today’s local families have
connections to the earliest inhabitants of this area.

Much information of Indigenous occupation is still to be discovered. Can you help.

Warrandyte was Founded on Gold, we have a wealth of information on Miners, Mining, Gold and
Equipment used in our Goldfields. It is by no means complete.

Warrandyte also featured prominently, and still does, in the Arts, with Local Painters, Potters,
Writers, Photographers, Musicians and many other skills.

Orchards and Farms were numerous in Warrandyte & Warranwood from the Early days of
settlement, remnants of these early properties can be still found today. Some with connections
to those historical properties are still operating. The Blacksmiths skills were required by all of
the above.

The Warrandyte Historical Society Newsletter seeks and publishes Local Articles relating YOUR
stories to an interested audience of Society Members and Friends.

If you have any Stories of Local Family History History you would like to see published please
contact Alan, email: ajd94@outlook.com. Your story should be told.
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42K Media FPhone: 0409 233 318 Rainbow Plumbing & Civil
www.42kmedia.com.au info@bcreative.net.au 23 Station Street, Diamond Creek
hello@42kmedia.com.au http.budgetwebsites.melbourmne/ 9438 2100
@ ® ~» el
J llls (j]j’a]g 3 t{-}'}’fr-k « ._—Tjt-.:.' ara‘gu - >,
‘ , . NV S S X
Chris Chapman Q\W @D i ___-%.(-}
Director & Auctioneer -1°
Jellis Craig North East Group Quinton’s Supa IGA '-..‘
Cnrlana:man®1elllscra|g.com.au 402 Heidelberg/Warrandyte Road, SR e
R et eron 9844 3089 42 Stony Creek Rd, 9844 2036

Ruby Tuesday
90 Melbourne Hill Road
9844 4600

"Quality Meats, Friendly Service "

Warrandyte Quality Meats
Goldfields Plaza, 9844 1563

THE GRAND WARRANDYTE

The Grand Hotel
110-120 Yarra Street

9844 3202
g CountryNCIubs
Dog Dayz Boarding Kennels
Tills Drive
9844 3292

CLANCY'S GARDEN

AND TREE CARE

WARRANDYTE

Thanks to Nillumbik Shire and Manningham City Councils,
Warrandyte Riverside Market and Warrandyte Community Bank
for ongoing support

Werrandyte
Community Bank® Branch

€ Bendigo Bank

MILLUMBIK

MANNINGHAM

Warrandyte Historical Society
thanks Our Wonderful Business
Partners who continue to support
Our Museum, please help by
supporting them.




